
Zor Release On Receipt 

Tcderal aid for State fishery restoration :>rojocts, authorized by ii. R. 633 

vhfeh was signed by I’rcsident Truman on &gust 9, will be administered by the Fish 

and ?s’ildlife Service on a nation-r,lido basis boginr_ixg on July 1, 1951, when the 

“irst cxcisc tax funds become available, Secretary of the Interior Osczar 5. A 

ChaTman announced today. 

Plans for the establishment o? an adcquato administrative set-u? in the Serv- 
ice arc new under consideration, according to Socrctary Chazman. 

The l’Dingoll 3il1,” vctocd by the 2rcsidcnt last year, was reintroduced into 
the present session of Congress by Be;resentatPve John 3. Dingell of Michigan and 
seratclr LkLl.,.,l n !: lohnson of Solor~Lc after it Lad been revyitten to remove the 
items tc k-3ch the chief executive objected. 

Tn Lzx.;-age, this bill is nntterned after the 5i;;hly swcessful Federal Aid 
to Y,;ili<i 9i.e 3estoratioc Act of 1537, !onovn as the i’i~tmcn-Robertson Act. Sport 
fishcrm~~a have been seeking a comparable service for the fisheries since 1939. 

Zunds to finance the 7cdcral share of this coo~~orntive finhcrg ~orl; will come 
iror.i, tkie lo-- :crcent cxcisc tz on fishing rods, rcols, creels, a& artificial 
1UYCS baitseand flies. Ilhis income Cl1 bo approplatod annually 3y the Congress 
end &on allotted to the States. 

‘To insure oqualitg of distri’3ution. tack State’s slwrc will 73c based upon tLc 
num%or of itr U angling liccnsc holders as comFarcd to the total in all the States, 
2nd ‘unon tho pcrccntzgo relation of the arca of oath State (’ ’ 
Crec.t-Le!zes waters) to the area of all the States. 

including coastal ant’ 

In order to give a few of the snail States sufficient wor!%?.g capital to 
fincnce substantial undertakings, Irish and 1JilXLife Service Director Albert li. Day 
stated that the law further provides that “no State can receive less tlsm one ger- 
cent nor more than five percent of tke total a?Ilortionecl to ali. of them.” Provi- 
sion is also made for t!le a~.ual apportionr,lent of 2~ ~?UCI> C?S 975,000 to Alaska, 
$25,000 to Hawaii, and $lO,OC;O each to Puerto Rico n;li! the Virgin Islan&. 

The new law provides, as il; the case of the Pittman-Robertson Act, that the 
States through their fish and fame departments shall solcct suitable fishery 
restoration projects. VorIr on such projects will be dono by State-employed 



per sonnc?l . The State will be ontctlcd to roimbursemcnt for 75 percent of the cost 
of tho work performed, and all lands acquired, structures erected, and equipment 
purchased will become the property of the States. After July 1, 1953, as much as 
25 percent of the annual apportionments may be expended for the maintenance of 
the completed projects. 

flFederal responsibilities in handling the program," declared Director Day, 
"are confined to determining whether pr6;fects selected by the States are approv- 
able under the law; whether the costs to be incurred are reasonable; and whether 
the work has been satisfactorily -performed before reimbursement claims from the 
States can be endorsed for yqment.” 
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